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17TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Summer Worship on the Terrace with Holy Communion 
September 27, 2020, at 10:30am 
 
GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                             Cathy Popovic 

Prelude no. 4 in D Major  
by J.S. Bach 

 
WORDS OF WELCOME 
 

Grace and peace to you, beloved people of God! 
 
It is summertime, and the living in 2020 is anything but easy.  We remain in the midst of 
a historic global pandemic, the economic fall-out that deepens, and the active pursuit of 
justice for persons of color that meets challenge and resistance, and concerns about the 
wellbeing of democratic systems in our nation and around the world (i.e. Hong Kong). 
 
As believers in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, we hold that we have the grace and 
forgiveness available to us to name these sins and challenges, and to envision and work 
toward a future of healing and justice.  We are also filled with thanksgiving for the 
strength and inspiration that comes from God, and the other gifts that God provides us to 
soothe our souls. 
 
In that spirit of gratitude for these gifts of restoration, we are reviving our “musical theater 
liturgy” that offers some joy and inspiration in the midst of the challenges.  We hope that 
as our worship service progresses, the music along with the words of the Gospel and the 
vision of unity offered in communion will bring you both solace and strength. 
 
Please recall that we have moved our worship service out on the terrace.  This move 
makes it possible for us to continue to safely hold and livestream our live worship 
gatherings during the COVID-19 pandemic, as well as host up to 8 households 
participating live and receiving communion.  If you wish to attend outside worship, please 
email leon@stmatthewsnoho.org to reserve your seat! 
 
God bless you and keep you safe!  And enjoy the snappy tunes! 
 
Blessings, 
Pr. Stephanie Jaeger stephanie@stmatthewsnoho.org  
 
We ask all those worshipping under the tent with us this morning to remain seated with masks 
on throughout the service, except for Holy Communion.  You will receive instructions for when to 
come forward at that time. 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 
Prepare Ye – “Godspell”  

music and lyrics by Stephen Schwartz 
 

The song leader sings the first 4 lines, then the congregation joins in. 
 

Prepare ye the way of the Lord,  
prepare ye the way of the Lord! 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord,  
prepare ye the way of the Lord! 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
The assembly stands.  All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose 
faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P: Reconciling God, 
C: we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in our 
lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to believe that 
you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. We fear 
difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. We sin in thought, 
word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in your 
Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
 
P: Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through 
☩ Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured 
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG             ELW 520, vs. 1+3 

 
“Dearest Jesus, at Your Word” 

 
1 Dearest Jesus, at your word 
 we have come again to hear you; 
 let our thoughts and hearts be stirred 
 and in glowing faith be near you 
 as the promises here given 
 draw us wholly up to heaven. 
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3 Radiance of God's glory bright, 
 Light of light from God proceeding, 
 Jesus, send your blessed light; 
 help our hearing, speaking, heeding, 
 that our prayers and songs may please you, 
 as with grateful hearts we praise you. 

 
GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
 
HYMN of PRAISE 
 

You’re the Top —“Anything Goes” 
music and lyrics by Cole Porter 

 
You’re the top! 
You’re the Coliseum, 
You’re the top! 
You’re the Louvr’ Museum, 
You’re a melody from a symphony by Strauss, 
You’re a Bendel bonnet, 
A Shakespeare sonnet, 
You’re Mickey Mouse. 
 
You’re the Nile. 
You’re the Tow’r of Pisa, 
You’re the smile 
on the Mona Lisa; 
I’m a worthless check, a total wreck, a flop, 
But if, Baby, I’m the bottom, 
You’re the top! 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
 
 

HOW HAVE YOU ENCOUNTERED GOD THIS WEEK?               Vae Goeken 
 
FIRST READING                  Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 

 

1The word of the LORD came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning 
the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on 
edge”? 3As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Know 
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that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the 
person who sins that shall die. 25Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, 
O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26When the righteous 
turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that 
they have committed they shall die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness 
they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 28Because they 
considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall 
surely live; they shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” 
O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 30Therefore I will 
judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and 
turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all 
the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a 
new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, 
says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live. 
 
L:  Holy Wisdom. Holy Word. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
 
SECOND READING               Philippians 2:1-13 
 
1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the 
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the 
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, 
but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own 
interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
6who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be 
exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And 
being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross. 9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is 
above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. 12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only 
in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good 
pleasure. 
 
L:  Holy Wisdom. Holy Word. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Adapted from Alleluia – “Sound of Music” 
music by Richard Rogers 

lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
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GOSPEL READING                        Matthew 21:23-32 
 
P: The holy gospel according the Matthew, the 21st Chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him 
as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you 
this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, 
then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from 
heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From 
heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ 
we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do 
not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in 
the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The 
father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 
31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I 
tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 
32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your 
minds and believe him.” 
 
P: The gospel of Jesus Christ 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                   Pr. Stephanie Jaeger 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY 

 
 

“I am Changing” from Dream Girls 
 

Look at me 
Look at me 
I am changing 
Trying every way I can 
I am changing  
I'll be better than I am. 
I'm trying 
To find a way 
To understand.  
But I need 
I need  
I need your help. 
I am changing 
Seeing everything so clear. 
I am changing. 
I'm gonna start right now right here. 
I'm hoping to work it out. 
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And I know that I can 
But I need you 
I need a hand. 
All of my life I've been a fool 
Who said I could do it all alone. 
How many friends have I already lost? 
And how many dark nights have I known? 
Walking down that long road. There was nothing u could buy. 
All those years of darkness 
Could make a person blind. 
But now I can see that 
I am changing 
Trying every way I can 
I am changing 
I'll be better than I am 
But I need a friend 
To help me start 
All over again. 
That would be just fine 
I know it's gonna work out this time 
Cause this time I am, 
This time I am 
I am 
Changing. 
I get my life together now. 
I am changing 
Yes I know how 
I'm gonna start again.  
I'm gonna leave my past behind 
I'll change my life.  
I make it up  
And nothing is gonna stop me now. 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each prayer concludes with: 
A: God in your mercy, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
 
 
PEACE 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
 
PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS  
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OFFERTORY SONG 
“Oh, What a Beautiful Morning” 

From Oklahoma 
 

There's a bright golden haze on the meadow 
There's a bright golden haze on the meadow 
The corn is as high as an elephant's eye 
And it looks like it's climbing clear up to the sky 
Oh, what a beautiful mornin' 
Oh, what a beautiful day 
I've got a beautiful feeling 
Everything's going my way 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
A: God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the 
heavens. Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Nourish us 
through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast love in our communities and in the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.  
C: Amen. 
 
MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

Hosanna – “Jesus Christ, Superstar” 
music by Andrew Lloyd Webber, lyrics by Tim Rice 
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Hosanna Heysanna Sanna Sanna Ho 
Sanna Hey Sanna Ho Sanna 
Hey J C, J C you're alright by me 
Sanna Ho Sanna Hey Superstar 

 
The presider speaks the words of the institution: 
 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 
kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
P: Friends of Jesus, come to the table. Receive nourishment for your journey. The Body of 
Christ given for you.  The Blood of Christ shed for you. 
 
COMMUNION MUSIC   Prerecorded            Melanie Ronning 
 

“Unspoken Prayer” 
Words by Susan Bentall Boersma 

Music by David Lantz III 
 

From deep within this heart of mine  
there springs a prayer unuttered and unheard, 
A prayer to know and love the One  
who hears what my heart speaks without a word. 
The silent whispers of my heart 
Rise to the One who understands my fears, 
The One who knows my hopes and dreams 
And sees the grief that lies too deep for tears. 
 
Christ is the One, the only One  
Who knows the prayer unuttered and unheard. 
Christ is the One, the only One 
Who hears what my heart speaks without a word, 
Who knows the prayer unuttered and unheard. 
Christ is the One, the only One  
Who hears what my heart speaks without a word, 
Who hears what my heart speaks without a word. 
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Then rising from this heart of mine, 
The prayer becomes a hymn before the throne, 
A hymn to Christ, who is the One 
Who hears my prayer unspoken, 
Christ alone, who hears my prayer unspoken, 
Christ alone. 
 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have been 
united by your presence among us. Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that we 
may share your neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
SENDING BLESSING 
 
P: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus. God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 
comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love. 
C: Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG 

“Seasons of Love” from Rent 
 

Five hundred twenty-five thousand six hundred minutes 
Five hundred twenty-five thousand moments so dear 
Five hundred twenty-five thousand six hundred minutes 
How do you measure, measure a year? 
In daylights, in sunsets 
In midnights, in cups of coffee 
In inches, in miles, in laughter, in strife 
In five hundred twenty-five thousand six hundred minutes 
How do you measure, a year in the life? 
How about love? 
How about love? 
How about love? 
Measure in love 
Seasons of love 
Seasons of love 
Five hundred twenty-five thousand six hundred minutes 
Five hundred twenty-five thousand journeys to plan 
Five hundred twenty-five thousand six hundred minutes 
How do you measure the life of a woman or a man? 
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In truths that she learned 
Or in times that he cried 
In bridges he burned 
Or the way that she died 
It's time now, to sing out 
Though the story never ends 
Let's celebrate 
Remember a year in the life of friends 
Remember the love 
Remember the love 
Remember the love 
Measure in love 
Seasons of love 
Seasons of love 

 
DISMISSAL 
 
A: Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                                                      Cathy Popovic, piano 
 

Sunday Joy! 
 by Mark Hayes 

 
 

Worship Assistants: Technical Crew 
Cathy Popovic, Piano Spencer Sowell 

Vae – Assisting Minister Levon Solakian 

Todd Kolberg – Lector, Song Leader Tor Brown 

Hope Simon – ASL Interpreter Set-up 
 Tim C., Peter I. 

 
 
LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE: Sunday, Sep. 20:   61 people 
 
YTD OFFERINGS THROUGH Sep. 20: 
 
Offering: Budgeted: $102,308                           Actual: $111,450                                  Difference: $9.143 
 
 

PRAYER LIST: Mike, Judy, Charlotte, Nancy, Novi Rae, Sue, Ron, Jimmy, Dominick, Julie, Devon, 
Ginger, Ann, Rene, Nilsa, Maria-Rosa, Leon, George, Danae, Alex, Lucille, Irma, Maria, June, Audrey,  
Sink, the Family and Friends of Lew Martin, Myrna, Eleni, James, the Friends and Family of David 
James, Louise, Laura, Ms. Kelly, Matt and son, Cahlan, Andrew and Family, Berta, Robert and Family on 
the tragic deaths of their daughters, Emma and Sophie, and Zilda. 
 
PREPARING FOR SUNDAY OCT. 4: Isaiah 5:1-7, Philippians 3:4b-14, Matthew 21:33-46  
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ST. MATTHEW’S 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
11031 Camarillo Street 

North Hollywood, CA 91602 
 

(818)762-2909 
www.stmatthewsnoho.org 

 

 
Office Hours: 

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday  
10:00am-2:00pm 

 
Other times are available by appointment. 

 
info@stmatthewsnoho.org 
leon@stmatthewsnoho.org 

 
 

ST. MATTHEW’S LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 
 
Pastor: Stephanie Jaeger 
Phone: 310.968.7038 
Email: stephanie@stmatthewsnoho.org  
 

Deaf Ministry Co-Coordinators: 
Chris Luna:  chris@stmatthewsnoho.org 
213.925.5615 
Vae Goeken: vae@stmatthewsnoho.org, 
 818.568.3759 
 

Parish Administrator: 
Leon Steynsburg 
Phone: 818.308.0463 
Email: leon@stmatthewsnoho.org 

Organist & Pianist: 
Cathy Popovic 
Email: cathy@stmatthewsnoho.org 
 

 
St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church celebrates God’s grace through Christ, 

embraces diversity, and empowers people to discover and develop their spiritual gifts to serve as agents of healing 
and change. 

 
 

THIS WEEK’S ON-LINE OPPORTUNITIES @ ST. MATTHEW’S--NOHO: 
 

While the quarantine is in place, all events are scheduled via Facebook Live Streaming and Zoom. 
 
St. Matt’s Summer Worship Service—Live Stream 
Sunday, Sep. 27 at 10:30am 
with ASL Interpretation 
Live Streamed through our Facebook page: @stmatthewsnoho 
Remember to “Check In” by making a comment like “Benji and Clay are watching!” 
Feel free to make comments on what you see, on one another’s comments. 
Submit prayer requests in the comments. Tip: submit them just as we are starting the prayers so 
that Pr. Stephanie can see them in the live stream feed. 
 
 

VIRTUAL BREAKING BREAD 
Sunday, Sep. 27—immediately after worship (approx. 11:30am) 
Join our "VIRTUAL BREAKING BREAD!!!" Immediately after our worship that is live streamed on our 
FB page, jump onto Zoom to hang out virtually with your St. Matt's friends from 11:30-noon (NOTE: 
Adult Forum start time moved up to NOON). PJ's are perfect! Grab your cup o' java, and click. 
Follow the Zoom link here to join Kim Cameron and your beloved fellow St.Matt's peeps: 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89009840641?pwd=bE1VUnB4TFFuSUo4REcrRHRYMzZPQT09 
Meeting ID: 890 0984 0641 



12 
 

Password: 659639 
For telephone audio: +1 669 900 9128 
Sunday, Sep. 27—Adult Forum--AFTER SUNDAY WORSHIP @ NOON 
We complete a multi-week study of Paul’s 1st Letter to the Corinthians, a classic text on Christian life 
and community.  Please have a Bible on hand; if you need one, let Pr. Stephanie know. Join Zoom 
Meeting with this recurring meeting link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/94691877419?pwd=K2Y3ZWV3d2szRkdFRzRpai8yOGhLdz09 
 
 
(re)CREATION NORMALLY Cooks the last Sunday of the month!: Today, Sep. 27 at 6pm. 
(re)CREATION: Outreach for Creatives and Allies! Gathers for Good. We cook for the Drop-in 
Program on the last Sunday of the month at 6:00pm in the church kitchen. Join anytime, bring a 
friend. Contact Leon Steynsburg for more information. Social distancing, no more than 8 people. 
Masks and sanitizing provided.  
 
 
Wellness Group Weekly Check-in on Zoom 
Wednesday, September 30 , 6pm 
All are welcome to join in this weekly conversation where we share struggles, concerns and support for what 
participants are experiencing this week.   We are now using a recurring Zoom link for all Wellness 
Group 
Meetings: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83948338750?pwd=N3pIakZqdm1hOURXeDV0cVNJa0RLZz0
9 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
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SANDWICH AND BAG LUNCH MAKING 
Next session: Saturday, OCT 3, 9-10AM 
ln the kitchen, off the Timothy Stocks Fireside Room 
Lunches benefit our Monday and Wednesday drop-in programs. Masks and sanitizing 
provided, social distancing required, no more than 10 ppl. 
 
 
Monday (re)CREATION Gathering—Every-Other-Week Check-In on ZOOM (1st and 3rd 
Mondays) 
Next Meeting: Monday, October 5, 6PM. 
St. Matt’s creatives and young-at-hearts have opted to hold weekly check-ins on ZOOM, Mondays at 
6pm. All are welcome to use this chance to continue connecting and supporting one another—
bridging the distance with love, good thoughts, questions and more. We are using a recurring Zoom 
link for all check-
ins: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84948452829?pwd=ZENCaE1ENmJGQUt1MVhRSzhacm52UT09 
 
 
ST. MATT’S BOOK CLUB! (led by Melinda Burns Henry on ZOOM) 
NEXT MEETING: Sunday, October 11, at 12:15pm 
Our next read is "The Radium Girls" by Kate Moore. I look forward to speaking with all of you 
soon. Zoom link will be shared soon! You can also look on St. Matt’s Facebook Page for a Book 
Club event listing with the Zoom link in the description. 
 
 


