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THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 
Worship with Holy Communion 
March 7, 2021 
 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

We have entered into the 40 days plus Sundays of Lent, the time the church sets aside for us to 
reflect on our lives and the world and to draw us closer to God. We call on God to renew us and 
outfit us for our calling as bearers of love and healing in the world. 
 
PRELUDE                Cathy Popovic, piano  

 
“Simple Gifts” 

arr. by Paul Johnston 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME 
 
GATHERING MEDITATION  
 
You are invited to take a minute of silence to ground yourself in God’s loving presence and ask God for 
renewal, using the words of the Lenten hymn: Create in me a new heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 
within me. Cast me not away from your presence and take not your Holy Spirit from me! Restore to me 
the joy of your salvation and uphold me with your free Spirit!  
 

OUR GUIDING QUESTION IN LENT: What needs renewal in your life and the world today? 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the keeper of the covenant, 
the source of steadfast love, 
our rock and our redeemer. 
Amen. 
 
P: God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who 
is full of compassion. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Fountain of living water, 
pour out your mercy over us. 
Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. 
Rebuild what we have ruined 
and mend what we have torn. 
Wash us in your cleansing flood. 
Make us alive in the Spirit 
to follow in the way of Jesus, 
as healers and restorers of the world you so love. 
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Amen. 
 
P: Beloved, God’s word never fails. 
The promise rests on grace: 
by the saving love of Jesus Christ, 
the wisdom and power of God, 
our sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more. 
Journey in the way of Jesus. 
C: Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG                                                                          ELW 723, vs. 1+2 
 

“Canticle of the Turning” 
 

1 My soul cries out with a joyful shout 
 that the God of my heart is great, 
 and my spirit sings of the wondrous things 
 that you bring to the ones who wait. 
 You fixed your sight on your servant's plight, 
 and my weakness you did not spurn,  
 so from east to west shall my name be blest. 
 Could the world be about to turn? 
 
Refrain 
 My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 
 Let the fires of your justice burn. 
 Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 
 and the world is about to turn. 

 
2 Though I am small, my God, my all, 
 you work great things in me, 
 and your mercy will last from the depths of the past 
 to the end of the age to be. 
 Your very name puts the proud to shame, 
 and to those who would for you yearn, 
 you will show your might, put the strong to flight, 
 for the world is about to turn.  Refrain 

 
 
GREETING 
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
 
KYRIE                                                                                                          ELW 157 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act courageously. Keep 
us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the wisdom that comes only through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
 
HOW HAVE YOU EXPERIENCED GOD’S RENEWAL?  Phone conversations with select 
members. 
 
FIRST READING                                        Exodus 20:1-17 
 

1God spoke all these words: 2I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me. 4You shall not make for 
yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or worship 
them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to 
the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love to the 
thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 7You shall not make 
wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not acquit anyone who 
misuses his name. 8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and 
do all your work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any 
work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien 
resident in your towns. 11For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that 
is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and 
consecrated it. 12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land 
that the LORD your God is giving you. 13You shall not murder. 14You shall not commit adultery. 
15You shall not steal. 16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 17You shall not 
covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, 
or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 
L:  Holy Wisdom. Holy Word. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
SECOND READING                1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
 

18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and 
the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the 
scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 
21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, 
through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand 
signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews 
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and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 
God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 
L:  Holy Wisdom. Holy Word. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
LENTEN ACCLAMATION 
 

 “Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises” 
 

Refrain 
 Hallelujah! We sing your praises,  

all our hearts are filled with gladness. 
 Hallelujah! We sing your praises,  

all our hearts are filled with gladness.  Repeat 
 

 
 
GOSPEL             John 2:13-
22 
 
P:  The holy gospel according to John, the 2nd Chapter. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he 
found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. 
15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. 
He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16He told those 
who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a 
marketplace!” 17His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume 
me.” 18The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” 19Jesus 
answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, 
“This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three 
days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple of his body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his 
disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that 
Jesus had spoken. 
 
P: The gospel of Jesus Christ. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON                                                                             Pr. Stephanie Jaeger 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY              ELW 342, vs. 1-3 

 
“There in God’s Garden” 
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1 There in God's garden  

stands the Tree of Wisdom, 
 whose leaves hold forth  

the healing of the nations: 
 Tree of all knowledge,  

Tree of all compassion, 
 Tree of all beauty. 
 
2 Its name is Jesus,  

name that says, "Our Savior!" 
 There on its branches  

see the scars of suff'ring; 
 see where the tendrils  

of our human selfhood 
 feed on its lifeblood. 
 
3 Thorns not its own  

are tangled in its foliage; 
 our greed has starved it,  

our despite has choked it. 
 Yet, look! it lives!  

its grief has not destroyed it 
 nor fire consumed it. 
 

NICENE CREED 
 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 



7 
 

On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each prayer concludes with: 
 
A: God in your mercy. 
C: Receive our prayer. 
 
 
PEACE 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
 
OFFERING 
 
 
OFFERING HYMN                Cathy Popovic, piano 

 
“Let Us Break Bread Together” 

arranged by Mark Hayes. 
 

Pre-recorded video 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread 
from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life with Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
P: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

“HOLY, HOLY, HOLY” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
P: Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only 
Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish, but have eternal life.  We give thanks to 
you for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  Send now your Holy Spirit 
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into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy 
supper. C: Amen. 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power and 
the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come to this meal and be fed. 
 
 
COMMUNION SONGS                TFF 128 
 

“Now Behold the Lamb” 
 

Now behold the Lamb 
The precious Lamb of God 
Born into sin that I may live again 
The precious Lamb of God. 
 
Holy is the Lamb 
The precious of God 
Why You love me so, Lord I shall never know 
The precious Lamb of God 
 
Thank You for the Lamb 
The precious Lamb of God 
Because of Your grace, I can finish this race 
The precious Lamb of God 

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of the 
world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has made 
us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
C: Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
BLESSING 
 
P: You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that you may be a 
blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 
C: Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG                 ELW 860 

 
“I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me” 

 
1 I'm so glad Jesus lifted me. 
 I'm so glad Jesus lifted me. 
 I'm so glad Jesus lifted me, 
 singing glory, glory, glory! Jesus lifted me. 
 
2 Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me. 
 Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me. 
 Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me, 
 singing glory, glory, glory! Jesus lifted me. 
 
3 When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me. 
 When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me. 
 When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me, 
 singing glory, glory glory! Jesus lifted me. 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
A: Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                               Cathy Popovic, piano 

 
“Invention No. 13” 

by J.S. Bach 
 
St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church—NoHo conducts and streams its worship services under the following licenses: 
 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgy Lic. SAS003983  
One License Ltd. Podcast/Streaming Lic. M-400921 
CCLI Copyright Lic. 20874279 
CCLI Streaming Lic. 20874286 
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Worship Assistants: Technical Crew 
Cathy Popovic, piano Spencer Sowell 

Melanie Ronning– Assisting Minister/Song Leader Levon Solakian 

Sandy Henry - Song Leader Set-up 

Peter & Denice - Lectors Leon, Spencer, Levon 
Mara Bassani-Santamaria – ASL Interpreter  

 
 
LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE: Sunday, Feb. 28: 59 people 
 
2021 Year-to-Date Offerings: Feb. 28 
 
Offering: Budgeted: $25,879                               Actual: $27,082                                    Difference: $1,203 
 

 
PRAYER LIST: Nancy, Novi Rae, Jimmy, Dominick, Ginger, Ann, Nilsa, Robert and his daughter 
Danae, Audrey, Sink, Eleni, Mike, Maria, Charlotte, Tom, Peggy, Dave, Karl, and George. 
 
 
PREPARING FOR NEXT SUNDAY: Numbers 21:4-9, Ephesians 2:1-10, John 3:14-21 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. MATTHEW’S 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
11031 Camarillo Street 

North Hollywood, CA 91602 
 

(818)762-2909 
www.stmatthewsnoho.org 

Office Hours: 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday  

10:00am-2:00pm 
 

Other times are available by appointment. 
 

info@stmatthewsnoho.org 
leon@stmatthewsnoho.org 

 
 
 

ST. MATTHEW’S LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 
 
Pastor: Stephanie Jaeger 
Phone: 310.968.7038 
Email: stephanie@stmatthewsnoho.org  
 

Deaf Ministry Co-Coordinators: 
Chris Luna:  chris@stmatthewsnoho.org 
213.925.5615 
Vae Goeken: vae@stmatthewsnoho.org, 
 818.568.3759 
 

Parish Administrator: 
Leon Steynsburg 
Phone: 818.308.0463 
Email: leon@stmatthewsnoho.org 

Organist & Pianist: 
Cathy Popovic 
Email: cathy@stmatthewsnoho.org 
 

 
 

St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church celebrates God’s grace through Christ, 
embraces diversity, and empowers people to discover and develop their spiritual gifts to serve as agents of healing 

and change. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

THE THREE LINKS YOU NEED TO JOURNEY WITH US THROUGH LENT 
 

ON-LINE EQUITY LENTEN CALENDAR  
OF DEVOTIONS 

__________________________ 
 

ZOOM LINK FOR WED. 6-7 SOUP SUPPERS/EQUITY DISCUSSIONS 
__________________________ 

 
LINK TO WED. DISCUSSION BOOKLET WITH READINGS/DISCUSSION 

QUESTIONS 
 
 
LENTEN EQUITY-THEMED CALENDAR OF DEVOTIONS AVAILABLE ON-LINE! 
The powerful Lenten calendar of devotions developed by St. Matt’s racial equity group is 
available with all needed links on our Lent 2021 webpage at: stmatthewsnoho.org/lent2021. 
 
 
LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS/GATHERINGS--WED. 6-7PM ON ZOOM! 
This Wednesday’s Theme: Disability Equity—the Promise and the Problem with Jesus 
Healing the Deaf Man stmatthewsnoho.org/Lent2021Zoom 
This year we are holding special mid-week Lenten soup suppers and gatherings on 
Wednesdays on Zoom, from 6-7pm. The mid-week gatherings are being organized by the 
Racial Equity Group and will offer both fellowship time, and Bible Study, discussion and prayer 
on important topics of equity and justice. The link for the Soup Supper/Gatherings will be 
available at: stmatthewsnoho.org/Lent2021Zoom. The study guide is available HERE and on the 
webpage: stmatthewsnoho.org/lent2021. 
 
 
LIVE-STREAMED WORSHIP FROM THE COURTYARD OPEN WITH RESERVATIONS We 
invite you to enjoy Sunday worship at St. Matt’s livestreamed on Facebook.  We are also inviting a 
limited number of worshippers (maximum 10) to attend Sunday worship in the courtyard at 10:30am.  
Social distancing, masks, reservations required: email leon@stmatthewsnoho.org.   Questions? Contact 
stephanie@stmatthewsnoho.org.   
 
 
ST. MATT’S DIRECTORY 
St. Matt’s 2021 Church Directory is available in our WEEKLY EMAIL. 
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THIS WEEK’S ON-LINE OPPORTUNITIES @ ST. MATTHEW’S--NOHO 

 
Due to the COVID-19 surge, all events are scheduled via Facebook Live Streaming and Zoom. 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP  
St. Matt’s Worship Service in the Courtyard—Live Stream 
Sunday, Mar. 7 at 10:30am 
with ASL Interpretation 
Live Streamed on our Facebook page: @stmatthewsnoho or website 
Remember to “Check In” by making a comment like “Benji and Clay are watching!” 
Feel free to make comments on what you see, on one another’s comments. 
Submit prayer requests in the comments. Tip: submit them just as we are starting the prayers so that Pr. 
Stephanie can see them in the live stream feed. 
 
 
VIRTUAL BREAKING BREAD 
Sunday, Mar. 7 —immediately after worship (approx. 11:30am) 
Join our "VIRTUAL BREAKING BREAD!!!" Immediately after our worship that is live streamed on our FB 
page, jump onto Zoom to hang out virtually with your St. Matt's friends from 11:30-noon (NOTE: Adult 
Forum start time moved up to NOON). PJ's are perfect! Grab your cup o' java, and click. Follow the 
Zoom link here to join Kim Cameron and your beloved fellow St. Matt's peeps: 
Zoom link at: stmatthewsnoho.org/breakingbread 
For telephone audio: +1 669 900 9128 
 
 
ADULT FORUM 
Mar. 7, AFTER SUNDAY WORSHIP @ NOON. 
This Sunday we continue our study of the Gospel of Mark.  All are welcome to join in. Please have a 
Bible at hand. If you need one, let me know. 
Zoom Meeting link at: stmatthewsnoho.org/adultforum 
 
 
WELLNESS GROUP 
Wellness Group is paused during Lent. 
Please join us for our mid-week Lenten Soup Suppers and Gatherings on God’s Vision of 
Equity.  Wednesdays, 6-7pm.  stmatthewsnoho.org/Lent2021Zoom. 
 
 
GOD’S VISION OF EQUITY—LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS AND GATHERINGS 
Wednesdays in Lent, 6-7pm on Zoom 
Make yourself some instant soup in your St. Matt’s mug, grab the readings and images, and log 
onto Zoom at 6pm: stmatthewsnoho.org/Lent2021Zoom. We will begin with check-ins while we 
sip our soup, then shift to Bible study and conversation on God’s vision for equity and how 
inequities are experienced in our world. With ASL interpretation. 
 
 
Mar. 10, 6-7pm: Soup Supper and Conversation: Disability Inclusion—The Promise and 
Problem with Jesus Healing the Deaf Man. Stmatthewsnoho.org/Lent2021Zoom 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
  
BOOK CLUB CONTINUES! Mar. 14 @ 1pm on Zoom, led by Lis Miller 
In our next meeting we will discuss Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale 
Hurston. Please note the time change - we will be meeting at 1. We will use the following 
recurring link that you can also find at: stmatthewsnoho.org/bookclublink. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85200426624?pwd=OXF1TnYzdTBVNldSY1hhdEp4K2lndz09 
Meeting ID: 852 0042 6624 
Passcode: YAYBOOKS 
 
(re)CREATION GATHERING 
Next Meeting: Monday, March 15 at 6PM on Zoom. 
All are welcome to use this chance to continue connecting and supporting one another—
bridging the distance with love, good thoughts, questions and more. We are using a recurring 
Zoom link at: stmatthewsnoho.org/recreation 
 
Mar. 17, 6-7pm: Soup Supper and Conversation: Immigration—God’s Command to 
Welcome the Stranger    Stmatthewsnoho.org/Lent2021Zoom 
 
Mar.24, 6-7pm: Soup Supper and Conversation: LGBTQIA+ Equity—Wonderfully Made. 
Stmatthewsnoho.org/Lent2021Zoom 
 
HOLY WEEK AT ST. MATTHEW’S (on Facebook Live-Streamed @stmatthewsnoho): 
 
Mar. 28, 10:30am: Palm Sunday Worship 
 
April 1, 7:30pm: Maundy Thursday Worship 
 
April 2, 7:30pm: Good Friday Worship 
 
April 4, 10:30am: Easter Sunday Worship 


